A Tradition Started In Honour of a Soccer Coach

PICA Golf Classic organizers Marcello Pica and Gatihne Draper(at left) with
Alzheimer Society Vice President Marg Egan.

It all started in 2003, at the end of the soccassgh, when the girls coached by Marcello Pico at
the Ottawa South United Soccer Club had to deciu# w0 do with the funds left in their team’s
account. The team, consisting of girls who wer®ilZ8 years old, was disbanding because
many in the group were heading for university. @ieeision was an easy one. They wanted to
put the money towards something dear to their cedwdart to show their gratitude for all that
he’s given to them.

At that time, Marcello was also planning his figetf tournament in support of the Alzheimer
Society. He wanted to help fight a disease thatties so many in the community including his
own. His mother, Anna, has Alzheimer’s diseaserawl lives in a local long term care home.
She was cared for at home by Marcello’s father,d@pantil he passed away. “I know the role of
being the primary caregiver for mom took its tall @ad,” says Marcello. “Your parents do so
much for you so that’s why I'm organizing this toament to raise money to help the Alzheimer
Society in its work.”

Alzheimer’s disease is the leading cause of demené set of symptoms that includes loss of
memory, judgement and reasoning, and changes inl guo behaviour. The Alzheimer Society
of Ottawa and Renfrew County provides informatiome-on-one support, family support
groups, monthly education workshops and prograrols as the First Link Program that links
individuals newly diagnosed with dementia and tlfeemnilies to a community of learning,
services and support.
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Helping Marcello on the tournament’s organizing ooittee each year is Catherine Draper who
was the manager of Marcello’s soccer team. Her lakl@ugCarly, played on his girls team for
many years. “Support for the PICA Golf Classic haen wonderful,” says Catherine. “Some of
the fathers of the girls are still coming out tdfgmd they are bringing their friends. Even some
of the younger generations are playing.” Marcalldls, “Our families are all involved, my
brothers Giustino and Donato are getting involvertarand more each year and they are getting
people from their work to support the event too.

Everyone involved in the PICA Golf Classic is a mén. The biggest winner of all for sure is the
Alzheimer Society of Ottawa and Renfrew Countyeoaiving such tremendous support to help
it in its work in serving all those coping with Aleimer’s disease and related dementias in our
community.

The Alzheimer Society of Ottawa and Renfrew Courteives only a small percentage of all its
revenues from government funding to support itgm@ms to help the estimated 10,000 people
in Ottawa and 1,600 people in Renfrew County withh&imer’s disease and related dementias.
That’s why the funds raised at the PICA Golf Classade possible throughe hard work and
dedication of event organizers Marcello Pica anth@&ne Draper and the event’s participants
and supporters make such a difference to the AlztieESociety.

Marcello and Catherine recently visited our chapagsresent this year’s proceeds — $10,000 —
to Marg Egan, Alzheimer Society Vice Presidentc8id004, the grand total raised by PICA
Golf Classic for the Alzheimer Society is $24,600.
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